The Veterans Service Commission was established in 1886 by the Ohio Legislature to assist Veterans and their families in times of need.  Today, the Lucas County Veterans Service Commission provides financial assistance, referrals, information, and aid in obtaining Veterans Administration and other benefits.

There are many benefits and services available to Veterans and their families.  However, these benefits are often overlooked or underused by those eligible to receive them.  The Lucas County Veterans Service Commission exists to provide information and referrals so that veterans and their families can obtain all the benefits they are entitled to.
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Financial Assistance:
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
Service Officer Appointments:
8:30 am - 4:00 pm

Monday -Friday
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This pamphlet is for information purposes only and in no way outlines or waives the necessity of providing full information and documents when filing.
Services provided by the Lucas County Veterans Service Commission

Temporary Emergency Financial Assistance

The Lucas County Veterans Service Commission provides Veterans with emergency funds for necessities such as housing or utilities.  Assistance can be given to eligible veterans with proper documents and demonstrated need.  Funds are provided on a short-term basis until permanent solutions can be found.

Transportation

Transportation can be arranged to area VA hospitals for those with scheduled appointments.

Death Benefits

Burial expenses and cemetery plots are provided for qualified Veterans.

The Lucas County Veterans Service Office can advise widows or dependents on eligibility for other benefits such as VA burial benefits, American flags, plot allowances, and pensions.

Veterans Administration Application Assistance

Veterans and their dependents who need help preparing and filing applications for VA benefits can contact the Lucas County Veterans Service Office for assistance.

Service Officers can provide information regarding eligibility for disability pensions, housebound or aid and attendance benefits, insurance premium waivers, the Ohio Veterans Home, the Ohio Veterans Children’s Home, and War Orphan Scholarships.

Eligibility

To qualify for benefits, Veterans must have been honorably discharged from active military service performed for other than training purposes.

To qualify for financial assistance, Veterans must have resided in Lucas County for three months prior to application.  There are no residency requirements to obtain assistance in making claims for VA benefits.

Current photo identification, discharge records, proof of income and other assets, copies of current bills, rental agreements, and proof of residency may be required at time of application.

Military records, marriage records, divorce papers, birth or adoption records of dependent children, death certificates, insurance records, or other documents may also be required.  Providing the needed documents and other information at the time of filing can speed the filing process.
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(from the Governor’s Office of Veterans’ Affairs)

When visiting the Lucas County Veterans Service Office (CVSO), you, the Veteran, should expect the CVSO officer or financial assistance investigator to provide the very best possible service when you file your claim with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) or seek financial assistance.  As the representative of the Lucas County Veterans Service Commission (VSC), the CVSO or investigator also has expectations of you.  These include your being 100% honest and truthful when filling out the claims or financial assistance forms.

There is also the taxpayer’s expectation that you will be actively seeking employment through the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS).

If you are unable to work, you will have to provide a current medical statement signed by your doctor that describes your disability and how it affects your ability to work.  There is also the expectation that you will follow the recommendations of the CVSC and its CVSO or investigator in matters involving your request for financial assistance or any claim with the VA. [image: image12.wmf]
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Veterans Service Commission
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1301 Monroe Street

Toledo, OH  43604

(419) 213-6090
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